THE GLOW-WORM                      259

system, and become distressingly pleased with themselves,
using with regard to some very ordinary girl or stripling
terms of the most extravagant eulogy. The world con-
sequently expects much more of the unfortunate creatures
than they can possibly perform, and having waited in vain
for them to do or say something wonderful, begins to feel
a kind of grudge against them. . . /

' Overpraise/ he added, * does a great deal of harm to
the young. Servants are very dangerous in this respect. . . .'
Nevertheless he did not object, as Murasaki had often noticed,
to the little Princess from Akashi being praised by any
one who came along, and he often put himself to immense
trouble in order that she might escape a scolding which he
knew she thoroughly deserved.

Step-mothers in books usually behave very spitefully
towards the children entrusted to them. But he was now
learning by his own experience that in real life this does
not always happen. In choosing books for Murasaki and
her charge he was therefore careful to eliminate those that
depict step-mothers in the traditional light; for he feared
she might otherwise think he was trying to give her a quite
unnecessary warning.

Yugiri, as has been said before, saw very little of Murasaki;
but it was natural that he should sometimes visit his little
sister, the Princess from Akashi, and Genji did not dis-
courage this. On the contrary he was anxious to establish
an affectionate relationship between them. For Genji,
young though he still was, often thought of what would
happen after his death, and he could imagine circumstances
in which the princess might stand sorely in need of her
brother's help. He therefore gave the boy permission to
visit her and even go behind her curtains-of-state as
often as he chose, though he still forbad him to enter into
conversation with Lady Murasakfs gentlewomen. So few